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The papers in this collection deal with the theme of evil, interpreted according to various
points of view: psychoanalytic, anthropological, philosophical, religious, mythological and
legal. Indeed, the authors themselves have diverse professional and geographic origins: they
are  Italians  and  Icelanders,  and  they  include  university  professors,  psychoanalysts,
philosophers,  judges,  and  anthropologists.  The  discussion  of  these  works  occurred  in
Palermo, Italy, 9–10 June 2017, and was organized by the Sneffels Psychoanalytic Circle of
Palermo, headed by Dr Roberto Buccola, an Italian psychoanalyst who, among his various
papers, led two seminars at the University of Akureyri, Iceland, in 2016. The presentation of
the articles occurred, with few exceptions, in Italian, so in some of these articles the reader
can encounter peculiar Italian expressive forms translated into English.

The issues dealt with in this volume resonate with contemporary incidents of international
terrorism in Europe, as these articles examine possible causes and ways of confronting
them.

Palermo, 17 February 2018

Gaetano Roberto Buccola


