Introductory note | 1

This was the last symposium of our circle in a cycle of six symposia devoted to the discussion
of ethics in cosmopolitan world society. We had selected the special theme of good
governance for this workshop and the title Good Governance and Cosmopolitanism.

The headlines for the discussion of the topic of good governance were the following: What is
good governance in a changing world of cosmopolitanism and globalization? What is the
relation between network governance and good governance? How can we contribute to the
democratization of governance within international institutions, political systems, civil society
organizations and private businesses? The study group focused on the theory and practice of
good governance in a historical, philosophical, managerial and international perspective.

We also elaborated additional discussions of theories and empirical sociological work about a
variety of ethical problems arising in areas such as human responsibility towards the
environment, international diplomacy and administrative bureaucracy. In connection with
them, we continued our general discussions about democracy as a concept, its justification in
jurisprudence and the relation between ethics, law and democracy. Here we also continued
our general discussion on the classical theme of morality and the ethical life, in particular
with emphasis on critical theory.

Indeed the study group worked also on the continued examination of the paradoxes,
dilemmas and tensions in recent debates about ethical, political and social values in
contemporary cosmopolitan societies, furthering the research pursued by its members over
the past few years. With the papers presented in this special issue you have some examples
of the content and output of these discussions. We are thankful to their participants in the
working circle 3 in the Nordic Summer University for their constructive comments and
contributions to the debates and work of the study circle.

Nordicum-Mediterraneum. Icelandic E-Journal of Nordicum and Mediterranean Studies
(DOI code, author's name and issue details are available on the journal's website)



