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The author structured his work in four parts in order to offer a systematic analysis of the
victimization of illegal immigrants. The first part gives an introduction to the theme of
international migration, by providing an historical and empirical overview. The second part
is dedicated to the theoretical explanation of the empirical facts presented in the first part.
The third part examines the reason for international migration and the reaction to it in
European countries. In the last part of his 410-page tome, Kiza discusses the impact of the
European Union’s immigration policy, by emphasizing its effects on the migrants and, in
particular, their victimization.
It is a pity that the author is hiding behind the abstruse jargon of much contemporary
political science in order to do something very important: to understand the actions of the
different actors in the European immigration policy and the very impact that this policy has
on the refugees trying to enter Europe. There is no necessity describing the fact that the
nation-state is the actor in the international system with a phrase like: “Zum einen handelt
es sich dabei um die Verfasstheit des internationalen Systems, die auf der Westfälischen
Ordnung basiert und als zentrale Prämisse die Existenz souveräner Nationalstaaten
postuliert. Somit ist der souveräne Nationalstaat der zentrale Akteur im internationalen
System und nimmt daher eine zentrale Rolle bei der Beeinflussung und Formung
internationaler Migrationsströme ein.” (p. 17) What has the Westfälische Ordnung to do
with migration, except sounding very academic?
Neil Postmann pointed out that that “elite trades — physicians, lawyers, teachers, and
scientists — protect their special status by creating vocabularies that are incomprehensible
to the general public. This process prevents outsiders from understanding what the
profession is doing and why.” Postmann himself did not really oppose this; he saw it as a
necessity. In this case, unfortunately, does the “technical gobbledegook” (Postmann)
prevent the very people who should be interested in reading about it from getting the
message.
It is not understandable why the author is hiding behind a technical language that makes
the text inaccessible. It may be a sign of knowledge at the University of Kassel, where the
author handed in his work, to be able to describe migration as an “ubiquitäres biologisches
Phänomen” (p. 324), but for me as a reader it sounds just ridiculous. I still see the task of
political science as to describe complex political phenomena in an understandable way, so
as to provide politics with information and notions whereby to develop policy. It is a pity
that the author did not make an effort to turn his PhD thesis into a readable text for its

Ernesto Kiza, Tödliche Grenzen – Die fatalen Auswirkungen
europäischer Zuwanderungspolitik (Münster: Lit Verlag, 2008)

publication as a book. The topic and all the hard work invested into the research would have
deserved it.

Share this:
Share

